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find out what is going to happen, when it is all over, to the
power of Russia in Europe, and we are not going to go blindly
into this conflict without having some sort of a rough idea
as to what is going to happen. Finally, so far as France is
concerned, we say solemnly and definitely that, no such
friendship as the right lion, gout Ionian describes between
one nation and another could ever justify one of those nations
entering into war on behalf of the other. If France is really
in danger, if, as the result of this, wo arc going to have the
power, civilisation, and genius of France removed from
European history, then let him say so. But it is an absolutely
impossible conception which, we are talking about to
endeavour to justify that which the right lion* gentleman has
foreshadowed/
When MacDonald sat clown, there was no applauso. To
most of his hearers the speech was an irritating bewilderment.
What did it mean ? What was hohind those involved, high-
sounding sentences ? Was MacDonald for the War or against
it? Should Britain intervene or not? Some phrases in the
speech seemed to indicate that Britain should intervene to
protect Belgium and France. Some* sentences soomcd to sug-
gest leaving them to their fate by our maintaining neutrality.
Did this mean that the Labour Party was for or against
neutrality? Thus Members argued, pir//,lod and resentful
Most of them did not appreciate the significance of the speech.
There were others and several of them in the Government
who knew that MacDonald had privately expressed definite
views on intervention, and they were not only reproachful
but angry. They recognised that, on the vital question the
only urgent question, what this country should do at once,
MacDonald was indefinite and non-committal. They con-
demned MacDonald because they believed that this ambiguity
was intentional and deliberate. They could see that Mac-
Donald was shirking the issue. To ride two horses at once
demands skill and dexterity. The horse * Censure * bolted ;
the horse c Approval * fell* The result was confusion. A
feeling of disgust became widespread, as Members studied the
speech at their leisure*
MacDonald knew that his speech was a failure ;   he had
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